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INTRODUCTION 

Some  considerable  time  has  ©lapBsd  since  a  public  opinion 
survey  has  attempted  to  determine  the  mood  and  general  morale  of 
the  people  of  West  Berlin,   The  last  previous  study  was  carried  out 
in  April  1954.   Since  the  West  Berlin  population  is  continuously 
subjected  to  the  stresses  and  strains  imposed  upon  it  as  a  free 
island  in  a  Communist  sea  of  influence,  it  is  important  to  make 
periodic  soundings  to  determine  if  any  erosion  has  occurred,  and  if 
so,  to  what  extent. 

There  are,  naturally,  many  threads  which  must  be  woven  into 
the  fabric  called  "morale";   and  in  West  Berlin  these  threads  would 
bear  such  names  as  unemployment,  economic  stability,  housing, 
refugees,  freedom  of  movement,  reunification,  etc. 

While  the  study  as  a  whole  has  attempted  to  incliide  all  the 
important  factors,  the  report  itself  will  be  presented  in  two 
parts  to  avoid  a  bulky  presentation.   In  the  following  pages  will 
be  found  all  those  questions  which  have  to  do  with  economic 
factors.   The  succeeding  report  will  contain  an  analysis  of  all  other 
(mainly  political)  factors. 

To  present  the  opinions  of  the  V/est  Berlin  population,  a 
representative  sample  of  1,098  cases  of  people  18  years  of  age  and 
older  were  gathered  by  strict  probability  procedures.   Interviewing 
was  carried  out  by  DIVO,  Marktf orschung  -  Meinungsforschung  - 
Sozialforschung  GmbH,  Frankfurt  am  Main/Bad  Godesberg,  during  the 
period  March  3   to  March  29,  1958. 

The  answers  of  the  various  population  sub-groups  to  the  different 
questions  have  been  relegated  to  the  Appendix,  inasmuch  as  hardly 
any  variation  in  responses  could  be  found.   In  the  few  instances 
where  significant  differences  were  to  be  noted,  appropriate  notation 
has  been  made  in  the  body  of  the  report. 
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SUMMARY 

By  and  large  the  survey  results  make  it  clear  that  as 
reflected  in  their  evaluations  of  the  economic  situation  of 
West  Berlin,  as  well  as  in  their  own  situations,  the  people  of 
West  Berlin  are  in  a  healthy  state  of  mind  -  and  are  far  from  being 
disturbed,  as  are  some  outside  viewers  of  the  scene. 

The  current  study  shows  more  West  Berliners  rating  the  city's 
economy  as  good  than  there  were  four  years  ago.   It  is  the  people  who 
say  that  the  economy  is  in  good  shape  who  call  the  economic  recovery 
stable,  while  those  who  think  it  only  fair  or  even  bad  view  it  as 
"artificial  and  temporary". 

Unemployment  is  not  considered  a  serious  problem  any  longer, 
but  while  general  economic  developments  are  generally  well-regarded, 
the  level  is  not  quite  as  high  as  it  was  four  years  ago.   Those  who 
were  pessimistically  inclined  tended  to  point  to  the  climbing  price 
spiral.   A  large  majority  still  expects  U.S.  economic  aid  to  continue. 

When  evaluating  their  own  situations,  West  Berliners  today 
gave  essentially  the  same  answers  as  Berliners  of  the  past.   When 
comparison  of  the  relative  proportion  of  optimists  and  pessimists  is  made, 
however,  there  is  a  decided  increase  in  the  former  today. 

In  judging  the  "morale"  of  the  people  of  West  Berlin,  respondents 
place  it  as  high  as  it  has  ever  been.   As  has  been  found  in  'the  past, 
a  majority  is  still  not  interested  in  leaving  the  city,  even  if  a 
job  and  housing  were  offered  to  them  in  the  Federal  Republic.   Eight 
out  of  ten  now  say  that  if  the  present  difficulties  were  to  last  fo:? 
twenty  years  that  the  people  of  West  Berlin  could  continue  to  face  up 
to  them. 
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Section  1 ;   Assessing  West  Berlin's  Economy 

WEST  BERLIN  OVERWHELMINGLY  CONCERNED  WITH  REUNIFICATION, 
NOT  ECONOMIC  PROBLEMS  ..... 

Before  proceeding  into  an  analysis  of  West  Berliners'  assessment 
of  their  economic  situation,  it  is  well  to  note  the  results  to  this  first 
question,  which  indeed  was  the  first  query  put  to  all  respondents.   Since 
it  was  the  very  first  one,  and  was  a  completely  free  situation  in  whioh 
individuals  were  permitted  to  say  whatever  came  into  their  minds,  the 
coded  answers  presented  below,  can  be  taken  as  indicative  of  their  main 
concerns  for  the  city  of  Berlin, 

Reunification  is  seen  as  the  most  important  problem  facing  West 
Berlin,  whether  as  such  (54^)  or  as  a  problem  having  to  do  with  the 
division  of  the  city  (145^  more). 

Economic  affairs  are  mentioned  by  only  one  person  out  of  five  {2^fo) 
while  all  other  aspects  mentioned  total  only  11  per  cent. 

The  last  time  that  this  question  was  put  to  a  cross-section  of  the 
West  German  population,  in  July  1957>  while  reunification  was  also  the 
most  often  named  (41?^),  it  did  not  occupy  the  same  position  of  preeminence. 
Another  major  point  of  difference  between  the  V/est  German  and  the  West 
Berlin  reaction  can  be  seen  in  the  West  German  emphasis  on  the  issue  of 
"peace".   It  was  mentioned  by  20  per  cent  in  the  Federal  Republic  but  by 
only  1  per  cent  in  West  Berlin, 

Economic  affairs  were  mentioned  as  a  leading  problem  by  one  person 
out  of  five  in  both  studies, 

"In  your  opinion,  what  is  the  most  important  problem 
facing  .,,.-  at  the  present  time?" 

West  Berlin  West  Germany 

Mar  58  July  57 

(1098)  (1907) 
Foreign  Relations 

European  integration  -fo  Ifo 

West  Germa.n  rearmament  and  remilitarization      1  2 

Peace  1  20 

Reunification  68  4^ 

a,  Germany  (54^) 

b.  Division  of  Berlin  (14  ) 

Others  -  2 

Internal  Affairs 

a.  Economic 

Standard  of  living,  economic  questions     13^  15^ 

Employment  3            1 

Housing  5            4 

Taxes  *            1 

Others  *            * 

b.  Political 

Governmental  problems  ■'^^  '^% 

Communism  (Protection  against  attack 

from  the  East)  3  * 


Other  internal  problems 

Social  problems  2^ 

Others  1 


1/" 


No  opinion  3  1 1 

100%         100% 
*   Less  than  one  half  of  one  per  cent. 

_  1  _ 


VAST  IMPROVEMENT  SEEN  IN  V/EST  BERLIN'S  ECONOMIC  SITUATION  ... 

Some  four  years  ago,  the  last  time  V/est  Berliners  were  asked  to 
describe  the  city's  economic  situation,  only  one  out  of  ten  (12?^)  would 
call  it  better  than  fair,  while  twice  as  many  (28?^)  said  that  it  was 
"bad"  or  "very  bad". 

The  situation  today  is  viewed  much  more  optimistically.  There  are 
now  more  than  three  times  as  many  saying  that  the  economic  situation  is 
"good"  or  "very  good"  (29^)  as  say  that  it  is  "bad"  or  "very  bad"  (8^), 

"Kow  would  you  describe  West  Berlin's  present 
economic  situation?"   (CARD) 

West  Berlin 

Apr  54  Mar  59 
(415)   (1098) 

Very  good  */°)l2^o   ''^"^2q^o 

Good  12  y^'°    28  Y^'" 

Fair  57      60 

Bad  25  )2«    7)0 

Very  bad  5)1) 

No  opinion  5       3 

TOO^    lOOfo 

OPINION  DIVIDED,  HOWEVER,  ON  WHETHER  ECONOMIC  RECOVERY  IS  SOUND 
OR  ARTIFICIAL  . . . 

While  their  judgments  of  the  present  economic  situation  are  more 
favorable  than  were  given  four  years  ago,  present  day  West  Berliners  are 
still  cautious  enough  to  reveal  considerable  hesitation  over  the  stability 
of  their  economic  situation.   There  are  just  as  many  ready  to  call  the 
economic  recovery  of  West  Berlin  "artificial  and  temporary"  (44?^)  as  there 
are  to  say  that  it  is  "sound  and  stable"  (42^), 

"In  your  opinion,  is  the  economic  recovery  of 
7/est  Berlin  sound  and  stable  or  artificial  and 
temporary?" 

West  Berlin 

Mar  58 
(1098) 

Sound  and  stable  429J 

Artificial  and  temporary  44 

No  opinion  I4 

1 

*  Less  than  one  half  of  one  per  cent. 
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JUDGMENT  OF  BERLIN'S  RECOVERY  BASED  UPON  ASSESSMENT  OF  PRESENT  ECONOMIC 
SITUATION  ... 

Actually,  the  division  of  opinion  concerning  the  nature  of  the 
West  Berlin  economy  is  not  as  marked  as  the  overall  figures  might  lead 
one  to  "believe,  inasmuch  as  it  is  a  composite  of  all  the  replies.   By 
cross-tabulating  the  replies  to  the  last  two  questions,  the  explanation 
of  the  seeming  difference  of  opinion  is  revealed. 

Among  those  who  replied  that  the  Berlin  economy  was  in  good  shape, 
six  out  of  ten  (62^)  said  that  it  was  "sound  and  stable".   V/hile  on  the 
other  extreme,  eight  out  of  ten  (85^)  who  described  the  economic 
situation  as  bad  called  the  recovery  "artificial  and  temporary", 
A  majority  (51^)  among  those  who  thought  the  West  Berlin  economic 
situation  was  "fair"  also  called  the  recovery  "artificial  and  temporary", 

Thus  it  can  be  seen  that  actually  only  among  those  who  called  the 
situation  good  was  a  majority  to  be  found  calling  the  West  Berlin 
economic  recovery  "sound  and  stable", 

"How  would  you  describe  West  Berlin's 
economic  situation?"   (GARD) 

Very  good/      Bad      No 

Good Fair  Very  bad  opinion 

(525)   (^57T"T8S1    tW" 
"In  your  opinion,  is  the  economic 
recovery  of  West  Berlin  sound  and 
stable  or  artificial  and 
temporary?" 

Sound  and  stable            62<j^            37<fo  6'fo  "jfo 

Artificial  and  temporary     25      51  85  10 

No  opinion                  13      1 2  ^  63 

100fo  100/0  100^0  1 
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UTTEMPLOniFNT  PROBLEM  NOW  CALLED  "NOT  SERIOUS"  BY  MAJORITY  ... 

In  the  present  survey,  a  majority  (57'fo)    called  the  unemployment 

problem  "not  serious".   This  result  is  in  startling  contrast  -W)  the 

results  obtained  in  April  1954  when  more  than  eight  out  of  ten  (dA'fo) 
insisted  that  it  was  indeed  a  serious  problem. 

Instead  of  the  earlier  figure  of  eight-tenths  calling  the  un- 
employment problem  serious,  only  one  out  of  three  (3Tfo)   now  puts  that 
label  on  the  situation, 

"How  would  you  describe  the  unemployment  problem 
in  West  Berlin?"   (CARD) 


Extraordinarily  serious 

Very  serious 

Serious 

Not  so  serious 
Not  serious  at  all 

No  opinion 


West  Berlin 

April  54 
(415) 

Mar  58 
(1098) 

17fo) 
26  )eA'fo 
41  ) 

7  )57/o 
27  ) 

''.h 

%  1" 

2 

6 

Too^     Too^ 


CONFIDENCE  IN  THE  DIRECTION  WHICH  ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENTS  ARE  TAKING  AT 
A  LOWER  LEVEL  THAN  POUR  YEARS  AGO  ,,. 

West  Berlin  confidence  in  economic  developments  is  still  favorable. 
However,  in  comparing  the  replies  made  some  four  years  ago  to  this  same 
question,  it  can  be  noted  that  there  are  fewer  favorable  replies  today, 
even  if  there  is  no  corresponding  increase  in  the  unfavorable  ones. 

While  a  majority  (555^)  selected  a  favorable  reply  in  1954j  only 
four  out  of  ten  (42%)    do  so  now. 

Another  way  of  comparing  present  to  past  judgments  concerning 
current  developments  is  to  use  as  an  index  of  the  level  of  confidence, 
the  difference  between  the  favorable  and  the  unfavorable  replies  recorded 
at  each  time  period.   When  this  is  done,  we  find  that  in  1954  the  differ- 
ence is  a  +42,  whereas  today  it  is  down  to  +26» 

"Are  you  of  the  opinion  that  the  economic  situation  of 
West  Berlin,  by  and  large,  is  developing  favorably  or 
unfavorably?  (Favorably  or  very  favorably?)  (Unfavorably 
or  very  unfavorably?)" 

West  Berlin 

April  54   Mar  58 
(415)     (1098) 

Very  favorably  2^   .  1^^   . 

Favorably  55  y^^°  4I  y^^° 

Neither/nor  22  27 

Unfavorably  1 2  )  ""^  ).;- 

Very  unfavorably  ^    y^  ^    y° 

No  opinion  10  1 5 

lOOfo  100fo 

NET  DIFFERENCE  (Favorable  minus  unfavorable)    +42        +26 
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RISE  IN  PRICES  LEADING  REASON  FOR  PESSIMISM  .,, 

When  those  individuals  who  viewed  economic  developments  in  an 
unfavorable  light,  were  asked  to  state  their  reasons  for  feeling  this 
way,  the  leading  reason  advanced  was  the  upward  price  spiral  (ifo   out 
of  the  total  of  16^^), 

"Are  you  of  the  opinion  that  the  economic  situation  of 
West  Berlin,  by  and  large,  is  developing  favorably  or 
unfavorably?   (Favorably  or  very  favorably?)  (Unfavor- 
ably or  very  unfavorably?)" 


IF  "Unfavorably"  or  "Very  unfavorably"; 
"For  v/hat  reasons  are  you  of  this  opinion?" 


West  Berlin 


Mar  58 
(1098) 

Upward  price  spiral;  Ifo 

"In  view  of  the  steady  iiay  raises  and  the  follovTing  price 

increases,  the  economic  situation  cannot  be  called  a 

favorable  one." 
"I  think  the  economic  situation  of  West  Berlin  is 

^eloping  unfavorably  because  of  the  steadily  rising  prices. 

It  almost  looks  as  if  we're  having  an  inflation, 
"In  general  the  purchasing  power  is  receding.   That's  a 

bad  sign, " 
"There  are  too  many  strikes.   They  cause  price  increases," 
"The  steadily  rising  prices  affect  us  very  badly. 

Earnings  are  too  low," 

The  peak  has  passed;  4 

"The  peak  of  the  economic  boom  has  been  passed.   We  are 

receiving  fewer  orders  noWr" 
"The  boom  in  Western  Germany  and  America  is  slackening  off. 

Our  economy  will  be  affected  by  this  development,.   We  are 

getting  fewer  export  orders  and  there's  an  increasing  number 

of  unemployed, " 
"There  is  evidence  of  a  worldwide  economic  crisis  which 

will  certainly  have  its  effects  on  West  Berlin,  too," 

The  division  of  Germany  adversely  affects  Berlin' s 

economic  situation;  2 

"I  think  the  economic  situation  of  V/est  Berlin  is  develop- 
ing unfavorably  because  Germany  is  still  divided, " 
"We  need  the   hinterland, " 
"Firms  won't  risk  placing  orders  with  us  because  we  are  isolated," 

Other  answers;  5 

"I  don't  think  American  aid  Virill  go  on  forever.   After  it  has 
been  stopped,  our  economic  situation  will  deteriorate," 

"In  my  opinion,  the  economic  situation  of  West  Berlin  is 
developing  unfavorably  because  of  the  influx  of  refugees 
fleeing  to  the  West." 

"We  are  in  constant  need  of  Federal  subsidies.   The  West  must 
provide  our  firms  with  orders.   There  are  signs  of  overaging. 
The  young  people  go  to  the  West  and  the  old  ones  stay,," 


No  opinion/No  ansv/er; 

*      Less  than  one  half  of  one  per  cent, 
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EXPECTATION  THAT  U.S.  AID  WILL  BE  CONTINUED  STILL  HIGH  ... 

The  belief  that  American  economic  aid  for  the  city  of  Berlin  will 
be  continued  as  it  is  at  present  is  still  held  by  the  great  majority  of 
the  West  Berlin  population.   True,  this  percentage  (65^)  is  somewhat 
lower  than  was  the  case  four  years  ago  (74^)  >  but  hardly  anyone  thinks 
that  American  aid  v/ill  be  discontinued  entirely  (2^)» 

The  difference  between  the  1954  a^nd  1959  figures  cited  seem  to 
reflect  a  slight  uncertainty  that  U.S.  aid  can  be  maintained  at  the  sajne 
level  as  in  the  past  (i.e.  12^  chose  "decreased"  aid  instead  of  saying 
that  it  would  either  be  continued  as  in  the  past  or  eliminated  entirely), 

"Do  you  have  the  impression  that  the  American  economic 
aid  for  West  Berlin  will  be  continued  as  up  to  now, 
will  be  decreased  or  do  you  think  that  it  will  be 
entirely  discontinued?" 


Continued  as  up  to  now 

Decreased 

Entirely  discontinued 

No  opinion 


West  B< 

srlin 

pril   54 
(415) 

Mar   58 
(1098) 

74/° 
7 

12 

1 

2 

18 
100^0 

100% 
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THOSE  FEELING  U.S.  AID  WILL  NOT  BE  CONTINUED  EMPHASIZE  -  "BERLIN  NO 
LONGER  NEEDS  AID",  AND  "U.S.'s  OV/N  SITUATION  NOW  DIFFICULT"  ... 

Most  of  those  who  felt  that  U.S.  economic  aid  to  West  Berlin 
would  either  he  decreased  or  eliminated  mentioned  their  belief  that 
West  Berlin's  situation  had  so  improved  that  U.S.  aid  was  no  longer 
as  necessary  (5^),  or  that  the  U.S.'s  own  economic  troubles  would 
force  a  cut-back  (5/^). 

"Do  you  have  the  impression  that  the  American  economic 
aid  for  West  Berlin  will  be  continued  as  up  to  now,  will 
be  dccreaeed  or  do  you  think  that  it  will  be  entirely 
discontinued?" 

IF  "Decreased"  or  "Entirely  discontinued"; 
"What  makes  you  think  so?" 

West  Berlin 

Mar  58 
(1098) 

Berlin  economy  has  improved;  5^ 

"In  my  opinion,  this  economic  aid  can  be  entirely  discontinued 

because  we  don't  need  it  any  longer.  We  can  bring  our 

economy  to  full  speed  by  ourselves." 
"I  think  that  this  economic  aid  can  be  decreased  because 

Berlin  is  much  better  off  now  than  right  after  the  war." 
"A  lot  of  reconstruction  has  been  done  and  economically  we 

are  quite  well  off." 
"Since  our  economy  has  almost  recovered,  America  might  as 

well  decrease  its  economic  aid," 

America  itself  faces  a  difficult  economic  situation;  5 

"America's  economic  situation  has  become  difficult  and  it 

faces  its  own  unemployment  problem," 
"It  seems  that  money  became  scarce  over  there,  too." 
"The  Americans  have  to  cope  with  their  own  economic  problems 

at  the  moment.   In  my  opinion,  it's  just  not  possible  that 

a  state  can  grant  economic  aid  forever," 

America  has  decreased  its  aid  already;  2 

"As  far  as  I  know,  the  economic  aid  has  been  decreased  already," 
"America  became  less  generous  in  its  financial  contributions 
lately," 

The  Federal  Republic  should  support  Berlin;  1 

"In  my  opinion.  West  Germany  should  also  do  something  to 

support  us. " 
"The  Federal  Republic  is  a  rich  country.   It  can  afford  to 

aid  Berlin  economically." 

America  wants  to  support  other  countries;  1 

"America  must  reduce  its  financial  contributions  to  Berlin 

because  it  wants  to  support  underdeveloped  countries." 
"I  think  the  Americans  have  to  aid  other  foreign  countries,  too." 

Other  answers;  2 

"As  I  read  in  the  newspapers,  the  American  public  opposed  this 

economic  aid  to  Berlin." 
"America  has  to  deorease  or  stop  this  aid  or  the  money  will  be 

lost.   It  invested  such  large  sums  of  money  already  that  Berlin 

will  never  be  able  to  pay  America  back. 

No  opinion/No  answer;  1 

@  Some  respondents  gave  more  than  one  answer, 
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Section  2;   Appraising  Their  Own  Situations 

ASSESSMENT  OF  PERSONAL  SITUATION  SHOWS  LITTLE  CHANGE  OVER  THE  PAST 
YEAR  *  OPTIMISTS  STILL  EXCEED  CREPE  PAPER  HANGERS  ,,. 

In  1953  and  again  in  1954  when  West  Berliners  were  asked  to  compare 
their  present  situation  with  that  of  the  preceding  year,  about  as  many- 
replied  that  things  were  better  as  replied  that  they  were  worse  (one 
fourth  each  of  the  population).   The  present  survey  shows  a  slightly 
smaller  percentage  now  relying  that  things  are  "worse"  (19?^)  than 
answering  that  they  are  now  "better  off  today"  (2?^). 

Actually,  the  degree  of  optimism  today  is  even  higher  than  the 
simple  difference  to  be  observed  between  the  percentages  saying  that 
they  are  "better"  or  "worse"  off  than  a  year  ago.   Among  the  optimists 
most  be  included  those  who  felt  that  their  situation  was  "just  as  good" 
as  it  had  been,  while  among  the  "pessimists"  we  must  include  those  who 
said  their  situations  were  "just  as  bad".   Thus,  when  we  examine  the 
differences  between  those  who  saw  their  "present  situation"  in  rosy 
colors  ("just  as  good"  or  "better")  with  those  who  saw  them  in  sombre 
hues  ("just  as  bad"  or  "worse"),  it  becomffl  more  obvious  that  West  Berlinera 
in  1958  were  feeling  a  lot  more  cheerful  about  their  general  situation 
than  they  had  at  any  of  the  previous  times, 

"If  you  look  back  at  your  situation  a  year  ago, 
do  you  feel  that  today  things  are  better  for  you, 
worse,  or  just  about  the  same?   (just  as  good  or 
just  as  bad?)" 

West  Berlin 


Better  today 
V/orse  today 
Just  as  good 
Just  as  bad 
No  opinion 


NET  DIFFERENCE  +2?.      +17     +48 


Feb  55 

Apr  54 

Mar  58 

(400) 

(415) 

(1098) 

2% 

29/0 

21<fo 

27 

26 

19 

35 

29 

47 

6 

15 

7 

7 

1 

* 

100% 

100% 

100% 

*  Less  than  one  half  of  one  per  cent. 
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BERLIN  ECONOMY  JUDGED  IN  LIGHT  OF  PERSONAL  SITUATION  ... 

Individuals  tend  to  judge  the  general  situation  on  the  basis  of 
their  own  personal  experiences.   Proof  of  tho  -fact  thert  respondents 
are  actually  talking  about  themselves  when  they  are  asked  to  say  what 
is  the  situation  within  the  city  as  a  whole  can  be  seen  in  the  follow- 
ing cross-Ntabulations, 

In  the  first  of  these  cross- tabulations,  the  assessments  of  the 
Berlin  economic  situation  are  presented  according  to  the  respondent's 
judgment  concerning  his  own  economic  situation  (as  compared  with  the 
previous  year).   While  the  correlation  between  the  two  factors  is  not 
a  perfect  one,  a  study  of  the  "net  differences"  helps  one  to  realize 
that  a  definite  relationship  does  in  fact  exist.   Individuals  whose 
economic  situations  are  better  today  than  a  year  ago  are  much  more 
likely  to  say  that  the  West  Berlin  economy  is  in  good  shape  (net  differ- 
ence of  +31)  than  are  those  who  say  they  are  worse  off  (+6).   Further 
justification  for  assuming  that  respondents  who  say  they  are  just  as 
well  off  are  akin  to  those  who  say  they  are  better  off,  while  those 
who  say  they  are  just  as  badly  off  are  akin  to  those  who  claim  to  be 
worse  off,  can  also  be  seen  in  the  similarity  of  the  net  difference 
scores  for  these  groups. 


"How  would  you  describe  V/est 
Berlin's  present  economic 
situation?"   (CARD) 

Very  good/Good 
Fair 

Bad/Very  bad 
No  opinion 

NET  DIFFERENCE 


"If  you  look  back  at  your  situation  a  year 
ago,  do  you  feel  that  today  things  are 
better  for  you,  worse,  or  just  about  the 
same?   (Just  as  good  or  just  "as  bad?)" 


Better 

today 

(291) 


+31 


Good 
(5157 


Jus,t_ai.g-_ 


+26 


Bad 
(75T 


+  6 


Worse 


37^0 

31/" 

19/. 

2^io 

55 

61 

64 

62 

6 

5 

13 

15 

2 

5^ 

10070 

2 

100^0 

+  6 
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The  second  cross-tabulation  presents  a  similar  picture.   It 
gives  respondents'  judgments  of  current  developments  in  light  of  their 
assessments  of  their  own  situations.   The  Ket  Difference  Scores,  as 
above,  reveal  that  those  who  say  they  e^re  better  off,  or  in  as  good  a 
shape  as  a  year  ago  have  considerably  higher  scores  (+4I  and  +50)  than 
do  those  unfortunates  or  pessimists,  who  said  that  they  were  either 
as  badly  off  or  worse  off  than  in  the  previous  year  (+8  and  +4), 


"If  you  look  back  at  your  situation  a  year 
ago,  do  you  feel  that  today  things  are  better 
for  you,  worse,  or  just  about  the  same? 
(Just  as  good  or  just  as  bad?)" 


Better 
today 

"T29IT 
"Are  you  of  the  opinion  that  the 

economic  situation  of  West  Berlin, 
by  and  large,  is  developing  favor- 
ably or  unfavorably?  (Favorably  or 
very  favorably?)  (Unfavorably  or 
very  unfavorably? ) " 


Very  favorably/Pavorably 

Neither  nor 

Unfavorably/Very 
unfavorably 

Wo  opinion 
NET  DIFFERENCE 


51/0 
27 

10 

12 
.,  100% 

+41 


Just 

as 

Good 
(515) 

Bad 
(75) 

Worse 
(215) 

27 
13 

-17 
100/0 

+50 


52/0 
55 

24 

j_l 
10 


+  ^ 


50/0 

28 

26 

16 

Too^ 

+  4 


While  the  reader  has  been  presented  with  the  relationship  between 
assessment  of  personal  situations  and  the  general  situation,  it  should 
not  be  overlooked  that  in  both  of  the  above  cross-tabulations,  all 
groups  (even  among  those  who  said  that  they  themselves  were  now  worse 
off)  gave  favorable  judgments  concerning  the  general  Berlin  economic 
situation. 
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ONE-THIRD  STILL  EXPECT  NEXT  FIVE  YEARS  TO  BRING  IMPROVEMENTS  ... 
SLIGHT  RISE,  HOWEVER,  AMONG  THOSE  BELIEVING  THINGS  WILL  GET  WORSE  ... 

The  West  Berliners'  generally  cheerful  outlook  is  again  seen  in 
their  expectations  concerning  the  future.   Two-thirds  (675^)  expect  the 
future  to  he  as  (good  as)  the  present  or  better,  while  only  one  out 
of  ten  (15?^)  expects  it  to  become  worse. 

Optimistic  as  these  figures  are,  it  must  be  pointed  out  that  the 
percentage  looking  forward  to  a  situation  at  least  as  good  as  if  not 
better  than  the  present,  is  significantly  less  than  that  formerly  re- 
corded.  At  the  same  time,  there  has  been  a  rise  in  the  small  group 
expecting  matters  to  become  worse  (up  to  1 3^  from  5^  in  1954)* 

"What  are  your  expectations  for  the  next  five  years 2 
\7ill  your  situation  be  about  the  same  it  is  now,  or 
do  you  believe  you'll  be  better  or  worse  off  after  five 
five  years  than  you  are  today?" 

West  Berlin 

April  54  Mar  58 
(415)     (1098) 

As  it  is  now  55/0)   .    55/»),_^ 

Better  38  )^5%   34  j67fo 

'Worse                           5  15 

Depends  on  ,. . .                  20  15 

No  opinion  2       5 

100%  1 


Interestingly  enough,  among  all  the  population  sub-groups  only 
one  stands  out  as  viev/ing  the  future  vi^ith  less  expectations  than  the 
others  -  and  that  group*  is  the  "businessmen"  in  the  sample.   It  is 
not  that  they  are  pessimistic,  but  rather  that  they  seem  to  see  little 
change  occuring  in  the  next  five  years.   Almost  as  many  of  them  foresee 
the  situation  becoming  "worse"  (20?^)  as  think  it  will  get  "better"  (25^) 
while  the  largest  group  of  businessmen  also  say  that  things  will  be 
about  as  they  are  now  (31?^)- 
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MAJORITY  NOT  INTERESTED  IN  LEAVING  WEST  BERLIN,  EVEN  IF  JOB  AND  HOUSING 
WAITING  IN  THE  FEDERAL  REPUBLIC  ... 

The  West  Berliner's  love  of  his  city  (or  if  cynically  put,  his 
irtertia)  is  as  great  as  it  was  seven  years  ago,  when  surveys  first 
asked  if  they  would  be  willing  to  leave  the  city. 

Over  the  years,  whenever  this  question  has  been  asked,  a  constant 
three-quarters  of  the  V/est  Berlin  population  has  steadfastly  said  "no" 
to  the  question  of  whether  they  would  leave  for  good  if  they  had  the 
opportunity. 

Even  when  work  and  housing  in  West  Germany  were  offered  to  those 
who  had  initially  said  that  they  would  not  leave,  no  more  than  another 
tenth  could  be  found  willing  to  then  accept  the  proposition  that  they  leave 
West  Berlin,   Thus,  even  after  being  "tempted",  majorities  have  always 
remained  firm  in  their  refusal  to  leave.   This  year's  attempt  to  probe 
the  area  of  determination  to  remain  in  West  Berlin  has  returned  the  same 
results  as  in  the  past» 

"Would  you  leave  Berlin  for  good  if  you  had  the 
opportunity?" 


Yes 

No 

No  opinion 


West  Be 

irlin 

pr  50 
(500) 

Dec  51 
(600) 

June  52 
(290) 

Feb  53 
(400) 

Apr  54 
(415) 

Mar  58 
(1098) 

27% 
73 

23% 
77 

25% 
75 

24% 
76 

2% 
75 

2% 
74 

100% 

100% 

100% 

100% 

100% 

1 

100% 

IF  "No"  or  "Wo  opinion" % 

"If  you  or  the  head  of  the  family,  were  offered  work 

and  housing  in  West  Germany,  would  you  then  leave 

West  Berlin?" 


V/est  Berlin 


Yes 

Ko 

Qualified  answer 

No  opinion 


Dec  51 

(600) 

13/o 

55 
10 

1 
77^ 


Feb  53 
(400) 

11% 

55 

10 


Apr  54 
(415) 

13/o 
57 
5 


75% 


Mar  58 
(1098) 

12% 
59 
3 

1 

75^ 


*  Less  than  one  half  of  one  per  cent, 
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OVERWHELMING  REJECTION  -OP- GOIiC  TO  EAST  GERMANY  EVEN  IF  THEY  COULD 
LIVE  MORE  OOMTQEIABLY  ... 

Only  three  persons  out  of  a  hundred  (3^)  indicated  that  they 
would  be  interested  in  going  to  East  Germany  to  settle  down  -  if  they 
could  live  more  comfortahly  there  than  in  West  Berlin. 

Interestingly  enough,  this  small  group  that  could  be  so  tempted 
to  go  to  East  Germany,  is  to  be  found  in  no  one  segment  of  the 
West  Berlin  population.   The  same  proportion  is  found  in  all  groups 
regptrdless  of  income,  education,  age,  occupation,  etc, 

"V/ould  you  or  would  you  not  be  interested  in  going 
to  East  Germany  to  settle  down  there  if  you  felt 
you  could  live  more  comfortably  there  than  here?" 

West  Berlin 

Mar  58 
(1098) 

Yes,  I  would  be  interested  3^ 

No,  I  wouldn't  be  interested  96 

No  opinion  1 

Too^ 
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"MOOD"  OF  WEST  BERLIN  CALLED  AS  HIGH  AS  IT  EVER  WAS  ... 

As  a  sort  of  overall  assessment  of  the  morale  of  the  West  Berlin 
population,  respondents  were  asked  to  say  how  they  would  judge  the 
"mood"  of  the  population  as  compared  with  the  previous  year* 

While  it  is  true  that  a  significantly  smaller  percentage  today 
said  that  the  "mood"  was  better  now  (14^)  than  said  this  in  1954  (22^), 
we  must  not  overlook  the  possibility  that  morale  for  some  time  has 
been  as  high  as  it  can  get,  and  hence  could  not  possibly  improve. 

It  is  with  this  thought  in  mind  that  attention  is  again  invited  to 
the  differences  to  be  found  between  the  percentages  answering  that  it 
was  "^ust  as  bad"  or  "worse"  from  the  total  formed  by  those  saying 
"just  as  good"  and  "better  today". 

With  these  net  differences  as  indices  of  the  morale  of  the 
West  Berlin  population,  we  can  see  that  the  present  figure  of  +28 
compares  favorably  with  those  for  the  other  years, 

"In  your  opinion,  how  is  the  mood  of  the  West  Berlin 
people  in  general:   Is  it  better  than  a  year  ago, 
worse,  or  just  about  the  same?   (Just  as  good,  just 
as  bad?)" 

West  Berlin 

Nov  51   June  52   Feb  53  Apr  54  Mar  59 
(60O)   (290)    (400)   (415)  (1098) 

Better  today  15^  ^Tfo  2%  22'fo  14^ 

Worse  today  52  59  2?  26  26 

Just  ar5  /^ood  42  5I  55  31  45 

Just  as  bad  5  6       6  1 1       5 

No  opinion  8     7  7  10  10 


100^    100%     100%    100%    10 
NET  DIFFERENCE  +22     +  3      +2?     +16     +28 
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OPINION  OF  BERLIN'S  MOOD  INFLUENCED  BY  PERSONAL  SITUATION  ... 

As  was  seen  earlier  with  respect  to  judgments  of  the  general 
Berlin  economic  situation,  judgments  concerning  the  "mood"  of  the 
West  Berlin  population  are  heavily  influenced  by  the  individual's 
personal  situation. 

In  the  table  below,  it  can  be  seen  that  the  better  the  respondent 
put  his  ovm  personal  situation,  the  better  "mood"  he  tended  to  ascribe 
to  the  West  Berlin  populace.   The  widest  contrast  is  obtained  when 
comparing  the  net  difference  scores  of  those  who  said  that  their 
personal  situation  had  become  better  (+47)  with  those  who  felt  that 
they  were  today  just  as  badly  off  as  in  the  previous  year  (-10). 
Surprisingly  enough,  the  latter  group  is  even  more  pessimistic  than 
those  who  said  they  were  worse  off  today  than  in  the  previous  year  (-1 ) 


"If  you  look  back  at  your  situation  a  year 
ago,  do  you  feel  that  today  things  are 
better  for  you,  worse,  or  just  about  the 
same?   (Just  as  good  or  just  as  bad?)" 


"In  your  opinion,  how  is  the 
mood  of  the  West  Berlin  people 
in  general;   Is  it  better  than 
a  year  ago,  T/orse,  or  just 
about  the  same?   (Just  as  good, 
just  as  bad?)" 

Better  today 
Just  as  good 

Just  as  bad 
Worse  today 

No  opinion 

NET  DIFFERENCE 


Better 

Just 

as 

today 
(291) 

Good 
(515) 

Bad 
(75) 

?/orse 

{mi 

Tf^^' 

^^\ui. 

lf]w. 

10/o) 

56   ) 

iM- 

A  ?- 

\IV^ 

6   ) 
41    ) 

100? 

10 

12 
100^0 

7 
loo/o 

46/o 


47 


+47 


+54 


•  10 


-  1 
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INCREASING  CONFIDENCE  THAT  WEST  BERLIN  CAN  HOLD  OUT  OVER 
PRESENT  DIFFICULTIES  „,. 

Whatever  doubts  one  may  have  that  the  abov-e  analysis  correctly 
presents  the  morale  of  the  West  Berliners  should  be  dissipated  by 
study  of  the  following  question.   When  asked  to  suppose  that  West 
Berlin's  difficulties  would  continue  on  for  another  twenty  years  or 
so,  a  new  high  has  been  found  saying  that  the  people  of  West  Berlin 
could  stand  up  to  it  (81^  now), 

"Please  imagine  the  following:   Suppose  the 
difficulties  and  troubles  facing  West  Berlin  since 
the  end  of  the  war  v/ould  go  on  without  much  change 
for  the  next  twenty  years.   Do  you  think  the  people 
of  West  Berlin  could  stand  this  situation  for  such 
a  long  time  or  could  they  not?" 


West   B 

erlin 

June    52 

Feb   53 

Apr   54 

Mar   58 

(290) 

(400) 

(415) 

(1098) 

Yes,    they   could 

675^= 

7  8/0 

72/0 

81^ 

No,    they  couldn't 

27 

15 

23 

15 

Qualified  answer 

3 

5 

4 

1 

No   opinion 

3 

2 

1 

3 

100^^0 

^OlJfo 

100/0 

100% 

Even  among  those  y/ho  said  that  the  population  could  not  hold  out 
for  the  next  twenty  years,  no  immediate  collapse  is  foreseen.   Most 
of  those  in  this  group  feel  that  the  West  Berliners  could,  however, 
hold  out  for  some  four  to  ten  years  (85^). 
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